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rate 110 percent higher than part-Hawaiians,
and this pattern is found in all but one of the
13 leading causes of deaths common to both
groups.

The health status of Native Hawaiians is far
below that of other U.S. population groups. In
a number of areas, the evidence is compelling
that Native Hawaiians constitute a population
group for which the morality rates associated
with certain disease exceed that for other U.S.
populations in alarming proportions.

Native Hawaiians premise their high morality
rates and incidence of disease upon the
breakdown of the Hawaiian culture and belief
systems, including traditional healing prac-
tices. That breakdown resulted from western
settlement and the influx of western diseases
to which the native people of the Hawaiian Is-
lands lacked immunity. Further, Native Hawai-
ians perceive the high incidence of mental ill-
ness and emotional disorders in the Native
Hawaiians population as evidence of the cul-
tural isolation and alienation of the native peo-
ples in a statewide population of which they
now constitute only 20 percent. Settlement
from both the east and the west brought new
diseases which decimated the Native Hawai-
ian population, and it devalued their customs
and traditions to the point of prohibiting their
native tongue in schools and other public
venues.

The concepts embodied in this bill are the
result of extensive work of Native Hawaiian
health care professionals and others dedicated
to improving the health of Native Hawaiians.
Its purpose is to enable Native Hawaiians to
achieve the healthful harmony of the self, or
lokahi, with others and all of nature. For Na-
tive Hawaiians to function effectively as citi-
zens and leaders in their own homeland, there
must be a restoration of cultural traditions, in-
tegration of traditional healing methods in the
health care delivery system, and a collective
effort to restore to Native Hawaiians a sense
of self esteem and self worth. The ultimate
goal is to have this Native Hawaiian way of
dealing with health eventually become an inte-
gral part of the State’s health policy for both
Native Hawaiian and Non-Hawaiians.
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HONORING GENERAL MOTORS
FLINT TRUCK ASSEMBLY PLANT

HON. DALE E. KILDEE
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 13, 2001

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, today I speak on
behalf of a group of men and women who
proudly represent the best of working America.
On Tuesday, February 13, business and com-
munity leaders in my hometown of Flint, MI,
will gather to honor the 3,051 auto workers of
the Flint Truck Assembly Plant. On that day
they will celebrate the Chevy Silverado HD,
selected by Motor Trend Magazine as 2001’s
‘‘Truck of the Year.’’

The Flint Truck Assembly Plant which is lo-
cated on Van Slyke Road has been assem-
bling automobiles since 1947. In addition to
producing the Silverado 1500, 2500, 3500 HD,
the plant also produces GMC Sierra 1500,
2500, and 3500.

General Motors continues to support the
plant by investing $500 million in new equip-
ment, and there are plans to add a new line.

With continued support not only from General
Motors but also from the community, the plant
will no doubt see many more successes and
accolades in the future.

Mr. Speaker, the Chevy Silverado HD was
built with quality labor and parts. The employ-
ees of the Flint Truck Assembly Plant have
worked diligently to improve their facility’s pro-
ductivity and quality. This group is one exam-
ple of what hard work, determination and a
passionate desire to be No. 1 can accomplish.
I am grateful for the men and women who
day-in and day-out work to provide safe qual-
ity vehicles for our Nation and the world. I ask
my colleagues in the 107th Congress to join
me in recognizing their achievement.
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Ms. DEGETTE Mr. Speaker, I would like to
recognize the notable accomplishments and
the extraordinary life of a woman in the 1st
Congressional District of Colorado. It is both
fitting and proper that we recognize this com-
munity leader for her exceptional record of
civic leadership and invaluable service. It is to
commend this outstanding citizen that I rise to
honor Ms. Judy Rocciano.

Judy Rocciano is a remarkable woman who
has touched the lives of many people and
made a tremendous impact on our community.
Her indomitable spirit has sustained her
through many challenges and molded a life of
notable accomplishment. Those who know
Judy understand her passion for fairness,
community service and political activism. She
is well known in the Denver area for being
outspoken and for her immeasurable contribu-
tion to the life our community.

Judy Rocciano began her life in Findlay,
Ohio and in 1971, she came to Colorado on
vacation and subsequently moved to Denver
three months later. Judy is a paralegal and
has been a successful businesswoman. She
has distinguished herself in the non-profit sec-
tor as the Southwest Director of the Concord
Coalition where she worked on revisions to
Social Security and Medicare in six states.
She also served as a powerful advocate for
Choice as Executive Director of Colorado
NARAL. It comes as no surprise that she was
honored by Colorado NARAL as a ‘‘Local
Hero.’’

Judy also found the time to serve in numer-
ous community service capacities as a board
member of the Washington Park Community
Center, as a founding board member of the
Neighborhood Resource Center, and as Presi-
dent of Colorado NARAL, the Aurora League
of Women Voters, the West Washington Park
Neighborhood Association and the Theatre
Associates Group. She has also been very ac-
tive in the Colorado Chapter of the Multiple
Sclerosis Society.

I have had the great privilege of working
with Judy Rocciano in a political organizing
capacity. She is well known in Democratic po-
litical circles for her leadership and years of
service to the Democratic Party and its can-
didates. When people need some advice or
need to get something done, they go to Judy
Rocciano. She has managed numerous cam-

paigns including those of State Senator
Deanna Hanna, State Senator Doug Linkhart,
State Representative Wayne Knox, State
Board of Education Member Gully Stanford,
and Councilman Dave Doering. She was in-
strumental in passing the bonding authority to
build Denver International Airport and she also
managed campaigns for the Science and Cul-
tural Facilities District to bring needed re-
sources to sustain the arts and cultural amen-
ities in Denver. She headed up the Get-Out-
The-Vote effort for my first campaign, for the
campaign of Councilwoman Cathleen Mac-
Kenzie and for the Democratic Coordinated
Campaign.

Judy Rocciano’s contribution to the life and
character of our community is one that is rich
in consequence. It is the character and deeds
of Judy Rocciano, and all Americans like her,
which distinguishes us as a nation and enno-
bles us as a people.

Please join me in paying tribute to Judy
Rocciano. It is the values, leadership and
commitment she exhibits on a daily basis that
serves to build a better future for all Ameri-
cans. Her life serves as an example to which
we should all aspire.

f

NATIONAL SALUTE TO
HOSPITALIZED VETERANS

HON. KAREN McCARTHY
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 13, 2001

Ms. McCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
in 1978 the Department of Veterans Affairs
designated the week of February 14 as ‘‘Na-
tional Salute to Hospitalized Veterans,’’ calling
upon the nation to focus on hospitalized vet-
erans by making personal visits, hosting pro-
grams, and sending valentine cards to vet-
erans from an appreciative country. Twelve
years ago columnist Ann Landers called up
Americans to participate by sending a valen-
tine to hospitalized veterans on February 14.
The response has been tremendous as school
children, clubs, churches, and individuals sent
notes of affection to those who gave the great-
est gift of love through their patriotic service.

‘‘National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans’’
was originally known as ‘‘No Greater Love
Day’’ in tribute to those who sacrificed to pro-
tect the future of the United States and the
freedom each of us enjoys today. Those who
choose to serve know that ‘‘Greater love hath
no man than this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends.’’ (John 15:13.) In recognition of
an injury sustained during times of conflict a
soldier receives a heart, the Purple Heart, the
greatest honor and a symbol of admiration. In
tribute we are reminded to send a valentine
message from the heart to veterans wounded
in action and to all who served.

As we salute our veterans, we must also
recognize the medical care provided by VA
medical centers, clinics, and nursing home fa-
cilities. I applaud the efforts of the hundreds of
compassionate men and women who have
dedicated themselves professionally to our
veterans. Our veterans are receiving the best
of care from people who care. This includes
volunteers, many of them veterans, who pro-
vide countless hours of medical and customer
service. Collectively they help provide that per-
sonal contact which means so much. As we


